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THEFUTUREIN
9 BIG QUESTIONS

especially if it’s about the

How smart are we? We changed future.” With this caveat
the world irrevocably and may soon from physicist Niels Bohr
transform ourselves as a species. i in mind, we look at what
Here’s a status report on science has to tell us

the humanexperiment. about the trajectory of
the human species.
Illustration by
Charles Williams.

GEOLOGY

A History in Layers

‘What mark will we leave on

the planet? By Jan Zalasiewicz
ENVIRONMENT

Coping Skills

Will climate change us? By Katie Peek

POPULATION

A Tale of Two Worlds

‘Who will be the winners and losers
in an increasingly crowded world?
By Mara Hvistendahl

ECONOMICS

The Threat of Inequality
Can civil society endure extreme
economic disparity? By Angus Deaton
BIOTECHNOLOGY

The Red Line

Will we learn to control our genetic
destinies? By Stephen S. Hall

HEALTH

Living to 120

Can we defeat aging? By Bill Gifford
ROBOTICS

All Too Human

‘Would we want to live forever

(if we could)? By Hillary Rosner
SPACE

Deep Time, Deep Survival I

How long will our species last?

By David Grinspoon On the Web: What Else Is in Store?

ESSAY Scientific American took to the streets to ask people what
The Great Unknown they most want to know about the future. Find the video,
Can we trust our own predictions? plus interactive maps and more predictions from experts,
By Kim Stanley Robinson at ScientificAmerican.com/report/future-of-humanity
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