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ON THE COVER 
“Prediction is very diffi  cult, 

especially if it’s about the 
future.” With this caveat 

from physicist Niels Bohr 
in mind, we look at what 

science has to tell us  
about the trajectory of 

the human species.      
Illustration by 

Charles Williams.
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SPACE

 76  Deep Time, Deep Survival 
How long will our species last? 
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 80  The Great Unknown 
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THE FUTURE IN 
9 BIG QUESTIONS 

How smart are we? We changed 
the world irrevocably and may soon 

transform ourselves as a species. 
Here’s a status report on 
the human experiment. 
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 On the Web: What Else Is in Store?
 Scientifi c American  took to the streets to ask people what 
they most want to know about the future. Find the video, 
plus interactive maps and more predictions from experts, 

at Scientifi cAmerican.com/report/future-of-humanity
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2016 Summer Olympics 
�Scientific American �investigates artificial enhancements, 
Zika fears and the limits of human achievement at the 
Games of the XXXI Olympiad in Rio de Janeiro.  
�Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/sep2016/olympics 
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