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ON THE COVER 
New technologies for removing fats from the brain allow 
scientists to peer inside, revealing complex structures 
that process sensory information, store memories and 
help us make decisions about what to do next. 
Illustration by Maciej Frolow.
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 Scientific American  reports from the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo on health care workers’ inability to deliver 
the yellow fever vaccine where it is most needed.  
 Go to www.ScientificAmerican.com/oct2016/yellow-fever 

 6 From the Editor 

 8 Letters 

 12 Science Agenda 
Innovation will not thrive if universities neglect  
the humanities.  By the Editors 

 13 Forum 
U.S. laws on marijuana make no sense.  By Carl Hart 

 14 Advances 
Dark matter WIMPs disappoint again. Researchers  
analyze the health of the Dollies. A new depression therapy. 
Alaska’s archaeologist is up against global warming.  

 26 The Science of Health 
Busting blood clots in the brain.  By David Noonan 

 28 TechnoFiles 
Internet shaming may someday lose its sting.   
By David Pogue 

 82 Recommended 
An astronaut’s life. Cats kill wildlife by the billions.  
How to fight the war against science.  By Clara Moskowitz 

 84 Skeptic 
Can we extend life by 50 years or more?  
 By Michael Shermer 

 85 Anti Gravity 
Looking at the Grand Canyon, with and without science. 
 By Steve Mirsky 

 86 50, 100 & 150 Years Ago 

 88 Graphic Science 
War and natural disasters are forcing more people  
than ever from their homes.  By Mark Fischetti 

82

26

17

O N  T H E  W E B

sad1016ToC3p.indd   4 8/24/16   5:44 PM


